Innovations for
Poverty Action

Authors
Christopher Blattman
The University of Chicago

Mathilde Emeriau
Stanford University

Nathan Fiala
University of Connecticut

NBER WiOREK G PAFER SERIES

D ASTERWERTY FRICAECANS SWAY VIITERS " EXFIRIMENTAL EVIIENCT FROW
LG ANTRA

A B b by’ I sl s
Masihibde Emenss

Maihan Flala

Working Paper I8052
b e niteer g s 7M1

NATHIN AL WLRE AL OWF EOUTRNONIC EESE ARDW
[EIS TS PSS S TP . 1T
Cambridpe. VA 02158
Nanusry 2007

Foi sescasch memtsies we hmk Flls Arpose. Naskhe Cofen, Sesh Kk Lucy Maain

Benjaman Morwr. Ales Naw @ (g Patows Pyl Pobesaki, Ps Rallles sl Abrcsmler
Seguis tabaph |sos dions lod Peovemy Ao (IPA L Fef oomaeiils ¢ hanl Dionakl Oeen
Shiges Hirsse, Mecaan Hesphreys Yioism Mageis, Woly (Nl Wesion, Pu Ralller
Thirgers % hodn, Ksarimg Vedblilims sse] suriwpmn oombres s mel uomime (s gl
Pidnal dais collecim was lambal by & YVangean! (haashle Trusd Pres sesbs of pregram
v il ol il Colleoos wedr funded By the Wosrk] Bk s Serse g Tepac

Cromdew Actiom Plas (0AF), and Band et horlands 1'arerdhi p Pregram (05PF Al e
this et s Baree of e ailbeors aivd dho el o0 w efeiescnl Lt o i e DmirorTmine i
of ' pamsis o he Workl Bank The vorws ¢ uprmand leenmn oy sy of the solsors el & mis
oy Fvadily i M | Bt v ol ed N bl [Bairans il | oviiiie: Rindai b

NHER sewbong papers s ciroskisnl for dise
e -arsi wed o hoes bt o the eoarw By e NEEE fosd of Emecirs ol s crsmpanies
ollicil NBER pulic s

on il commnam e, Thery have mat bven

HHT by Chavadoplon 1 alimas, Matabde | moviss snd Nahss Fiala A0 rights seeerved Shon
soctioms of ul, nol G ewcend fwn peragrapls, moy be guotal withosl cuplicsl permmaan
v el thas Pl ¢ ped b Doy ©) memio, o5 g v b G aamilos

Do Anti-Poverty Programs Sway Voters?
Experimental Evidence from Uganda

A Ugandan government program allowed groups of young people to submit proposals to start
skilled enterprises. Among 535 eligible proposals, the government randomly selected 265 to
receive grants of nearly $400 per person. Blattman et al. (2014) showed that, after four
years, the program raised employment by 17% and earnings 38%. This paper shows that,
rather than rewarding the government in elections, beneficiaries increased opposition party
membership, campaigning, and voting. Higher incomes are associated with opposition
support, and we hypothesize that financial independence frees the poor to express political


https://poverty-action.org/sites/default/files/publications/YOP-voting.pdf
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preferences publicly, being less reliant on patronage and other political transfers.
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