
Intimate Partner Violence Topical Brief

Globally, violence against women is a leading cause of premature death and morbidity for
women and almost one-third of women report experiencing intimate partner violence (IPV) or
sexual violence by a non-partner at some point in their life. Yet rigorous evidence on scalable
and effective ways to reduce IPV is limited, in part because measuring IPV is challenging.
Current standards of practice for reducing gender-based violence are also relatively limited in
scope, focusing mainly on changing gender norms. Designing and testing new approaches
has the potential to yield more effective solutions. IPA’s Intimate Partner Violence Initiative, a
partnership with the International Rescue Committee, exists to address these challenges. The
initiative designs and tests innovative solutions to IPV, leverages existing research to identify
factors that contribute to IPV and works to address methodological and measurement
challenges in violence research and related fields. With our academic and implementing
partners, IPA has identified a number of effective solutions, including mass media campaigns,
coupling women’s economic empowerment with gender dialogue, and teaching secondary
school students soft skills. Results from several initiative-supported studies are forthcoming.
Further research will be needed to validate results in new contexts and at scale, and to
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design and evaluate new ideas.
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