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Policy Brief: Impacts of the Pandemic on
Vulnerable Households with Children in
Bangladesh

The COVID-19 pandemic is an unprecedented global challenge that has affected the health
and livelihood of billions worldwide. Citizens of low-income countries have been affected by
the pandemic in nearly all areas of life, and the impacts have been particularly challenging
for those with limited access to social safety nets. Bangladesh is especially susceptible to the
negative economic impacts of the pandemic due to its strong ties to the global economy, and
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these negative demand shocks are likely to persist throughout and after the pandemic.

Researchers conducted two rounds of phone surveys in July 2020 and December 2020 with
3,125 vulnerable households with children across seven regions of Bangladesh. Across the
two rounds of surveys, we find that the negative economic impacts of the COVID-19pandemic
have persisted at least six months after the lifting of the general economic lockdown at the
end of May 2020. Collectively, these findings point to several areas of need for vulnerable
households, particularly in the area of education, mental health, and gender-based violence.
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